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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALjTH  and  gANITARY  gTATE 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  olst  December,  190 Jf. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMSON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  State  of  your  District  during  1904. 

Table  I.— Births. 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

Males 

31 

20 

31 

28 

110 

Females 

20 

25 

20 

30 

101 

Total  ... 

51 

51 

57 

58 

217 

Table  II. — Deaths. 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

Males 

27 

10 

13 

12 

02 

Females 

21 

7 

2 

12 

42 

Total  . . . 

48 

17 

15 

24 

104 

o 


Table  III. — Age  Incidence  of  Deaths. 


Under  1  year. 

Under  5  years. 

Under  15  years 

Under  25  years 

Under  65  years 

Over  65  jears. 

37 

21 

() 

3 

lo 

22 

Table  lY. — Causation  of  Deaths- 


Small -pox 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

Measles 

4 

Phthisis 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

Cancer 

4 

Diphtheria  and 

Bronchitis 

11 

Membranous  Croup 

0 

Pneumonia 

r* 

/ 

Croup 

1 

Other  Respiratory 

{) 

r  Typhus... 

0 

Alcoholism  ...  1 

9 

Fever-/  Enteric 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Fiver  J 

(other  continued... 

0 

Premature  Birth 

5 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

Diseases  of  Parturition  ... 

1 

Cholera 

0 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

12 

Plague 

0 

Accidents 

1 

Diarrhoea 

9 

Suicides 

2 

Enteritis 

1 

All  other  Causes 

20 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

Table  Y. — Infantile  Mortality. 

Causation  of  Death,  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Birtlis  of 

Infants  under  1  vear. 

«/ 


Maternal 

Causes. 

Disonicrs  of 
Dentition 
and  Digestion. 

Bronchitis. 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Diarrhoea. 

Total. 

13 

7 

4 

0 

7 

37 

59-9 

32-2 

18-4 

27T 

32-2 

170-5 

Table  YI. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  number  of  Deaths  there¬ 
from. 


Small-pox  Cases  notified  3 


Scarlet  Fever  „  22 

Enteric  Fever  ,,  fi 

Erysipelas  ,,  0 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup  ,.  3 


Deaths 

j) 

j) 


0 

0 

1 

0 


5J 


0 


34 


1 


3 


Population. — I  estimate  the  population  to  have  been  7,729 
on  June  30th  1904,  an  increase  of  886  since  the  census  of  1001. 

Birth  Rate  (Table  I )  . — The  number  of  Births  was  217,  a 
decrease  of  29  from  the  year  before.  There  wms  an  excess  of  15 
male  over  female  births.  The  Birth  Rate  was  28‘07,  so  that 
Sandal  is  following  the  fashion  of  the  time  in  having  a  decreasing 
birth  rate — -it  was  27 ‘9  for  England  and  Wales.  The  number  of 
illegitimate  births  was  6,  or  2*7  per  cent.,  the  percentage  varying 
from  2  to  3  from  year  to  year. 

Death  Rate  (  Fables  2,  3  and  4). — -44iere  was  an  increase  of 
15  in  the  number  of  deaths,  the  number  was  104  giving  a  death 
rate  of  13‘7  as  against  11*8  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was 
chiefly  at  the  extremes  of  life  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
among  children,  and  from  Bronchitis  and  Heart  Diseases  among 
the  aged.  March  wms  the  most  fatal  month,  20  out  of  the  104 
deaths  occurring  then.  ITere  were  live  deaths  from  Phthisis  and 
four  from  Cancer. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 4'his  depressing  paragraph  must  be 
written,  else  one  would  gladly  say  nothing,  it  seems  so  hopeless 
to  repeat  year  after  year  the  infaudiini  dolorem.  The  death  rate 
per  1,000  births  was  170*5,  or  taking  all  children  under  5  years 
58  died,  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  number  of  births 
during  the  year.  As  the  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  whole 
country  was  146  and  for  the  great  towns  160,  this  looks  bad  for 
your  district,  but  in  a  small  district  like  this  the  rate  varies  more 
from  year  to  year  than  in  a  larger,  c.g.,  five  of  the  deaths  were  of 
twin  children,  among  whom  the  mortality  is  naturally  greater, 
while  this  year  there  may  be  no  double  births.  One  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  ho[)e  for  a  rational  education  of  girls,  however  difficult 
the  problem,  for  their  future  lives.  Were  the  technical  education 
of  mothers  begun  at  about  11  or  12  years  of  age,  it  wmuld  give 
two  good  years  at  least,  while  the  instinct  of  motherhood  is 
strong  in  girls  and  as  yet  uncomplicated  by  the  mating  instinct 
with  its  self  consciousness  and  passion  for  self  adornment.  It  is 
curious  to  notice  how  much  more  readily  a  girl  of  10  to  12  years 
adapts  herself  to  handling  a  baby  than  one  of  twenty,  the  earlier 
instinct  seeming  to  become  atrophied,  and  sometimes  lost  by 
the  pressure  of  the  varied  claims  and  interests  of  civilised  life 
during  the  later  teens.  One  wonders  whether  this  may  not 
explain  to  some  extent  the  increasing  deficiency  of  lactation 
among  women.  If  England  is  to  wake  up,  let  it  not  be  to  follow 
Australia  in  the  worship  of  self,  with  Malthus  as  high  priest,  but 
to  train  her  daughters  to  be  meet  mothers  of  a  race  w4io  will 
need  no  protection,  to  teach  them  that  only  by  self  immolation 
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on  the  altar  of  motherhood  can  a  woman  enter  into  her  kingdom, 
and  that  the  country  whose  women  refuse  or  are  unworthy  of 
the  sacrifice  is  doomed,  for  battalions  of  big  babies  are  a  better 
bulwark  than  battleships.  If  we  must  yet  sleep  on,  let  us  dream 
of  an  England  re-born  by  a  generation  of  healthy  children, 
intelligent  self-sacrificing  women,  and  sober  continent  men, 
neither  overfed,  underfed,  nor  badly  fed. 

’•Zymotic  Diseases. —  1  he  number  of  cases  notified  was  34,  a 
slight;  increase  on  1903,  but  very  much  lower  than  for  some  years 
before.  There  was  one  death. 

Small-pox. — 4'here  were  three  distinct  outbreaks  of  Small¬ 
pox  towards  the  end  of  the  year  ;  there  were  no  secondary  cases 
as  the  patients  were  at  once  removed  and  all  the  contacts 
re-vaccinated.  Our  good  fortune  in  escaping  secondary  cases  did 
not  continue  into  1905.  The  first  case  was  a  woman  71  years 
old,  and  though  vaccinated  only  in  infancy,  she  had  a  mild  attack  ; 
the  second  was  an  unvaccinated  child  of  (j  years  with  the  eruption 
confluent  on  the  face  ;  and  the  third,  a  man  of  23  vaccinated  in 
infancy,  with  a  very  modified  Small-pox.  The  keeping  under 
observation  of  contacts  wdrich  was  carried  out  thoroughly  by 
Mr.  Hammond,  entailed  a  great  amount  of  work,  as  there  was  a 
considerable  number  of  persons  during  the  year  who  had  been  in 
contact  with  cases  in  other  districts. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  reported  altogether  22  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  almost  all  of  a  mild  type.  The  principal  outbreak 
was  in  April,  and  arose  from  a  child  who  came  into  the  district 
and  began  to  attend  the  Board  School  while  peeling  from  the 
disease.  This  was  the  source  of  fourteen  cases  within  the  next 
fortnight.  The  School  was  closed  for  a  few  days  to  allow 
infected  children  to  declare  themselves,  and  for  the  thorough 
disinfection  of  the  building.  Other  five  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
one  house  in  Clarion  Street  in  December. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Six  cases  were  reported,  one  of  which  was 
a  man  who  came  into  the  district  already  ill,  and  two  cases 
followed  in  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  back  street  soon 
after — the  back  yards  and  the  street  there  were  in  a  very  bad  state, 
and  the  privy  middens  foul  between  Church  View  and  Newland 
Street.  Another  case  was  in  Heath  \dllas  where  Typhoid  has 
broken  out  several  times ;  and  another  in  Doncaster  Road. 
In  the  last  case  the  privy  middens  wdiich  were  under  the  same 
roofs  as  the  sculleries  of  this  and  the  adjoining  houses,  have 
been  converted  int^i  V.C.’s. 
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Diphtheria. — Three  cases  were  reported  in  two  houses  in 
Sandal  Cross  Lane,  where  I  noted  last  year  it  showed  a  tendency 
to  persist,  a  tendency  which  I  attributed  to  the  existence  of 
privy  middens,  or  defective  drainage  in  conjunction  with  a  water 
logged  soil. 


Measles. — Measles  was  epidemic  in  the  district  in  the  end  of 
1903,  and  continued  so  until  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  caused 
four  deaths.  Perhaps  it  is  unavoidable,  but  the  spread  of  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  is  greatly  increased  by  the  jiressure  put 
upon  parents  to  send  their  children  regularly  to  School.  The  fact 
is  to  be  noted,  but  without  suggestion  of  blame  or  remedy,  but 
the  increasing  tendency  to  require  Medical  Certiiicates  when 
children  are  absent  from  School  is  not  a  good  one. 

Whooping  Cou^h. — Whooping  Cough,  like  Measles,  coming 
in  the  wdnter  months  is  always  dangerous,  and  the  danger  is 
increased  by  the  popular  idea  that  children  suffering  from  it  should 
be  allowed  to  go  out,  whereas  cases  ought  to  be  kept  strictly 
indoors.  The  epidemic  lasted  well  into  the  spring  and  caused 
eight  deatlis. 


Diarrhoea. — Diarrhavi  was  responsible  for  nine  deaths  in 
August — October. 

Isolation  Hospital. — As  I  have  said,  three  cases  (all  of 
Small- Pox)  were  treated  during  the  year  and  the  arrangements 
worked  satisfactorily. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act.^ — There  are  few  places  in  the 
district  to  which  this  Act  applies,  only  hfteen  in  all,  and  all  on  a 
small  scale.  They  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and 
have  been  found  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Department. — 1  append  Mr.  Hammond’s  Report, 
which  gives  details  of  his  work  during  the  year.  A  great  deal  has 
to  be  done  every  year,  so  much  property  is  built  in  the  district 
that  becomes  quickly  dilapidated,  that  there  seems  no  end  to  the 
defect.  I  regret  to  notice  that  there  were  fifty-six  new  privies 
erected  and  only  eight  W.C.’s.  Fifteen  privies  w^ere  converted 
into  W.C.’s — a  happy  conversion. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMSON. 
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REPORT 


BY 


W.  H.  HAMMOND,  D.R.P.C,,  A.R.S.I., 

Inspcciov  of  Xiiisances  to  the  Urban  District  Comic il  ofSaudal  Magna. 


Dr.  Williamson,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  December,  1904,  showing  the  general 
character  of  the  various  works  executed  in  my  department. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Number  of  legal  notices  served  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  C2 

C)9 


Appointments  kept 

125 

Nuisances  reported 

39 

NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Number  of  new  privies  erected  ... 

56 

Do. 

ashpits  erected 

2(3 

Do. 

old  privies  re-constructed 

3 

Do. 

ashpits  re-constructed 

1 

Do. 

privies  converted  to  water  closets 

15 

Do. 

privy  middens  converted  to  drv  ashpits  10 

Do. 

new  water  closets  erected 

8 

Do. 

new  ashpits  erected  ... 

3 

Do. 

iiouses  drained  to  main  sewer  ... 

37 

Do. 

new  ashbins  provided 

4 

Do. 

house  drains  disconnected 

40 

Do. 

sink  waste  pipes  trapped 

40 

Do. 

old  drains  relaid 

15 

Do. 

house  drains  ventilated 

24 

Do. 

stopped  drains  cleared 

12 

Do. 

fall  pipes  disconnected 

16 

Do. 

houses  cleansed  and  limewashed 

3 

Do. 

closets  limewashed 

99 

Do. 

overcrowded  hcjuses  abated 

9 

I 


Number  of  animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

removed  ...  ...  24 

Do.  offensive  accumulations  removed  (] 

Do.  other  nuisances  abated  such  as 

stopped  sinks,  gullies,  or 
dirty  premises  ...  ...  12 

Total  number  abated  379 

Number  of  inspections  or  visits  made  for  the 

abatement  of  nuisances  ...  125 

Do.  houses  inspected  from  house  to 

house  ...  ...  ...  20 

Do.  houses  inspected  for  infectious 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  5a 

Do.  houses  inspected  for  alleged 

nuisances  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  houses  inspected  79 


Number  of  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  1 

Do.  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  22 

'Fotal  disinfected  ...  23 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  7 

Do.  do.  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  regulations  7 

Do.  do.  for  which  cabins  were  registered  ...  IS 

Do.  do.  occupying  cabins,  male  adults  ...  12 

Do.  do.  occupying  cabins,  female  adults  ...  2 

Do.  do.  (under  school  age)  children  ...  1 


Total  No. 
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There  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Acts.  All  these  boats  were 

in  a  clean  state  and  satisfactory. 

Scavenging. 

Number  of  ashpits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  9319 

Do.  cesspools  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Do.  loads  of  night  soil  removed  ...  4206 


Cow  Sheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Under  the  above  order  I  have  made  22  inspections  of  Cow 
Sheds,  the  general  condition  of  which  I  found  fairly  satisfactory. 
Where  1  have  found  offensive  accumulations  or  dirty  premises, 
such  were  remedied  at  once  on  verbal  notice  being  given  to  the 
persons  responsible. 
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Offensive  Trades — Bone  Boiling. 

There  is  one  set  of  premises  in  your  district  licensed  to  carry 
on  this  work  under  the  above  Act.  I  have  frequently  visited 
these  premises  and  have  not  found  any  cause  for  complaint. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

I  have  made  1.5  inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  all  of  which 
I  found  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  state. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

There  are  hve  Factories  and  seven  Workshops  in  your 
district  all  of  which  on  my  visit  I  found  satisfactory  as  to  light, 
air  space,  cleanliness  and  accommodation. 

General. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  made  periodical  inspections  of 
the  district,  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  which  I  found 
satisfactory.  The  Scavenging  was  satisfactory,  very  few 
complaints  being  received.  In  this  department  more  work  was 
done  than  in  previous  years.  On  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease 
I  had  the  drains  and  sewers  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
flushed  and  disinfected,  also  the  ashpits  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

The  investigation  and  suppression  of  infectious  disease  has 
taken  up  a  great  part  of  my  time,  the  observation  of  Small -Pox 
accounting  for  this.  Each  outbreak  of  Small- Pox  was  stamped 
out  without  further  spread. 

The  abatement  of  nuisances  has  made  good  progress  again, 
and  without  having  to  take  legal  proceedings.  The  most 
important  nuisances  abated  were  five  houses  at  Spring  Bank 
rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  also  water  laid  on  and 
re-drained.  14  water  closets  re-drained  at  Ellen’s  and  George’s 
Terraces.  These  drains  were  always  stopping  up. 

A  most  offensive  block  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets 
in  Agbrigg  Street  (Mr.  Beaumont’s),  and  Stoneleigh  Terrace  in 
great  part  re-drained. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  HAMMOND. 


